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Catholic Identity Mission Assessment

Supplemental and Charism-Related Questions Guide

This document provides guidelines for adding institution-specific questions to CIMA surveys. Every item on the base instruments is intended to represent a balance between the value provided by the information gathered and the effort required of the respondent to provide it. In other words, we hope the instruments are all “right-sized.”  Use of supplemental questions should follow that same principle.
1. An institution indicates its desire to include Supplement Questions by checking Yes for the Supplemental questions indicator on the Participation tab of the Panel Template.
2. An institution specifies which questions it will add by completing the Supplemental_Qs tab of the Panel Template. This tab has columns for the question text and each of the response options.
3. An institution may include up to fifteen (15) supplemental questions for any given survey.
4. Supplemental questions will be reviewed by ACCU. This serves two purposes:
a. ACCU will develop an awareness of the kinds of questions being asked by various institutions and will, in turn, be able to make changes to the base instrument if broad patterns emerge. Additionally, ACCU may notice that some institutions are using the same or similar questions; while not widespread enough to warrant changes to the base instrument, ACCU can ensure that those overlapping institutions are aware of each other’s interests.
b. ACCU will maintain oversight of the CIMA brand. It is unlikely that institutions will pose questions that ACCU would consider inappropriate, but CIMA surveys are forms of public communication and everything that is part of the package reflects on the whole enterprise.
5. All of the supplemental question will be displayed on a single page in the online survey. They must also be submitted as separate questions. This means that, even if all or a subset of your supplemental questions share a prompt (e.g., “Which of the following have you…”), the questions will not appear in a matrix format. The prompt will be repeated with each question. Make sure that your prompt and branches (i.e., the individual items completing each prompt) for such questions will make sense when displayed in this single-page fashion.
6. All of the supplemental questions must use one of the following response option sets. Note that, according to the vendor’s specifications, the maximum number of response options in each set is five. The order of the response option sets go from the “less” or “negative” option to the “more” or “positive” option. This is consistent with the rest of the survey and cannot be changed by the institution.
a. Not at all; Very little; Somewhat; Quite a bit; Very much [Note that this response set does not include “Not sure,” which is included in the response options on the base instrument.]
b. Strongly disagree; Somewhat disagree; Mixed feelings; Somewhat agree; Strongly agree
c. Very dissatisfied; Generally dissatisfied; Mixed feelings; Generally satisfied; Very satisfied
d. Not at all; Once or briefly; Occasionally; Frequently
e. Not at all; Somewhat; Very much
f. None; 1; 2-3; 4 or more
g. Not important; Somewhat important; Very important
h. Weakened dramatically; Weakened moderately; No change; Strengthened moderately; Strengthened dramatically [Note that this response set does include a “No change” option, which is not included in the response options on the base instrument. The “No change” option replaces “Weakened slightly” and “Strengthened slightly.”]
i. Yes; No [Note that you need to use this option as opposed to a “Mark all that apply” approach.]
7. Supplemental questions will be displayed to all students. Institutions may not request limiting the display to particular subpopulations or to particular students based on how they answered other questions.

Charism-related Questions
A particular category of Supplemental Questions consists of items related to the charism of the founding order of the participating institution. Such questions can easily fit into the parameters for Supplemental Questions. This section provides suggestions for how they might be developed. It is not an exhaustive exploration of the possibilities. Adding such items to any of the surveys can be undertaken by a single campus or a group of campuses in consort.  Institutions should consider carefully the implications of posing charism-related questions to students from a wide variety of worldviews and religious backgrounds.

Choosing an option for adding charism questions depends on the following:
· A decision about the relationship between the charism and the institution’s goals for student outcomes. Does the charism serve to:
· Define certain outcomes that characterize graduates?
· Increase familiarity with and understanding of the charism?
· Effect change in what graduates can do?
· A plan for orienting the charism to the different populations (entering undergrad, graduating seniors, undergrad alums, or graduate and professional students)
· A thorough understanding of the basic CIMA instruments, including prompts and response options
· It is important to make sure that charism-related questions, like all supplemental questions, elicit distinct information and do not repeat items already asked.
The following options use the framework of the Senior Survey, but could be adapted for the other surveys with no or minor adjustments. 
Option A.  Imitate the module on Campus Climate.  Prompt reads “To what extent does the overall campus environment at [your college] foster or promote the following qualities?” Use response option set 6a from above. This set could also be framed similar to the developmental change module which is prompted by, “How has your overall experience at [your college] affected your development in the following areas compared to when you started college?”  Use response option set 6h from above.
A. Social Responsibility [one of the existing items]
B. Spiritual Vitality [one of the existing items]
C. Union of Hearts and Minds [a Jesuit charism]
D. Synthesis of the Active and Contemplative Life [Jesuit charism]
E. A Ceaseless Effort to Do Better [Jesuit charism]
Option B.  Imitate the module on Catholic Intellectual Tradition.  Prompt reads, “To what extent has your OVERALL undergraduate experience at [this college] helped you to…”  Use response option set 6a from above.
A. Broaden your understanding of sacred texts [one of the existing items]
B. Explore the role of religion in shaping culture and history [one of the existing items]
C. Broaden your understanding of the unity of the love of God and love of neighbor [Vincentian charism]
D. Appreciate the holistic nature of your education  [Vincentian charism]
E. See education as a collaborative effort  [Vincentian charism]
F. Integrate lessons with the task of transforming society [Vincentian charism]
Option C.  A stand-alone module tailored to the charism based on assessing level of familiarity with the precepts of the charism. Use response option set 6a from above.
Awareness prompt: “How familiar are you with the following values and concepts related to a Holy Cross [or other charism’s] education?” 
A. Education of the heart and mind
B. Zeal to work in service to the Church and the world
C. Hope in the cross to create compassion for others
D. A family of faith to lead people to completion 
Option D.  Imitate the Servant Leadership module based instead on the directives of the charism. Use response option set 6b from above. This set is based on the Franciscan charism as articulated by Franciscan University of Steubenville.
Agreement prompt: “Indicate your position on the following statements.  If you have not thought about the statement, you can leave that item blank.” 
A. Daily I seek to grow closer to Jesus.
B. I feel most perfectly myself when I live for others.
C. I proclaim the Gospel with my words and witness to the Gospel through my actions.
D. I delight in God’s goodness and the goodness of God’s creation.
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