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CIMA Mission Identity Alumni/Alumnae Survey 




${e://Field/INST_FULL} seeks to gain insight into how you experienced its religious and mission dimensions while you were an undergraduate, and to understand your current experience of religion and other things that might have been affected by your undergraduate experience.  Your responses will help your alma mater reflect on the effects of its Catholic mission on its students of all backgrounds.

Q1 Most students find certain aspects of their undergraduate experience significant to them. Of the following activities and positions, which were MOST significant to you? Please select at least ONE and no more than SIX.

Coursework in your major(s)
Student groups/clubs
Campus ministry or other religiously oriented student groups/clubs
Religious retreats 
Athletics (intramurals, club sports, varsity teams) 
Honors/Scholars program 
Internships 
On campus employment  
Volunteering/community service  
Resident advisor/assistant  
Student leadership/government  
Study abroad  

Q2 To what extent did your involvement in the following experiences help you connect with the Catholic mission of ${e://Field/INST_FULL}? 
Not at all, Very little, Somewhat, Quite a bit, Very much

Coursework in your major(s)
Student groups/clubs
Campus ministry or other religiously oriented student groups/clubs
Religious retreats 
Athletics (intramurals, club sports, varsity teams) 
Honors/Scholars program 
Internships 
On campus employment  
Volunteering/community service  
Resident advisor/assistant  
Student leadership/government  
Study abroad  
Q3 Looking back, to what extent did your overall undergraduate experience contribute to the following?
Not at all, Very little, Somewhat, Quite a bit, Very much

Understanding of yourself
Understanding of Catholicism
Appreciation for Catholicism 
Development of your human potential

Q4 Have you earned or are you currently working toward a degree beyond the bachelor’s that you received at ${e://Field/INST_SHORT}?
No  (0) 
Yes  (1) 

Q5 Please indicate which degrees you have either received or are working on.  Select all that apply.
Bachelor's Degree  (1) 
Master's degree in Arts or Fine Arts  (2) 
Master's degree in a Business Field  (4) 
Master's degree in Science or Engineering  (3) 
Professional Master's (e.g., MEd, MPA, MSW, MSN, MAT, MPH)  (6) 
Other Master's Degree  (7) 
Law Degree (e.g., JD, LLM)  (8) 
Medical or Health Field Doctorate (e.g., MD, DO, DDS, DVM)  (9) 
Other Doctorate (e.g., PhD, ScD, EdD, PsyD)  (10) 
Other Degree  (11) 

Q6 From what type of institution(s) did you receive your additional degree(s)?  Select all that apply.
Your undergraduate alma mater  (6) 
Public  (1) 
Private, non-religious  (2) 
Private, Catholic  (3) 
Private, other religious  (4) 
Private, for-profit  (5) 



Q7 People have many different views on religion, afterlife, and spirituality.  Realizing that there are many shades of world views, which of the following statements comes closest to what you believe?  If the term “God” is not congruent with your beliefs, please replace it with a term that fits your thinking better.
I definitely believe that God exists.
I believe in God, with occasional doubts that I consider normal and healthy.
I generally believe in God, but am not always sure what that belief means.
My belief in God comes and goes, depending on the circumstances.
I believe that there is no way to know whether there is a God or not.
I believe that there is no such thing as God.

Q8.	Your religious affiliation: 
	Baptist
	Lutheran
	Spiritual with no particular affiliation

	Buddhist
	Methodist
	Agnostic

	Eastern Orthodox
	Mormon (LDS)
	Atheist

	Catholic
	Muslim
	No religious identification

	Episcopal
	Presbyterian
	Other (please specify) 

	Hindu
	Non-denominational Christian
	Prefer not to answer

	Jewish
	Other Christian (please specify)
	


Q9.	Overall, how strongly do you identify with your religious affiliation/position/worldview?
Not at all, Very little, Somewhat, Quite a bit, Very much

Q10 How old will you be on December 31 of this year?
30 or younger  (1) 
31-35  (3) 
36-40  (4) 
41-50  (5) 
51-60  (7) 
61 or older  (8) 

Q11 Which of the following describes you at any time since graduating from college?  Select all that apply.
Parent  (1) 
Married   (3) 
Vowed religious ministry or cleric   (4) 
Employed by a Catholic organization (school, parish, hospital, etc.)   (7) 
Employed by another religious or faith-based organization  (8) 
Employed by a non-religious, nonprofit organization or nongovernmental organization  (9) 
Served in political office  (12) 
Served in the military  (11) 


Q12 Which of the following best describes your current primary occupation status?
Employed full time  (1) 
Employed part time  (2) 
Employed and going to school combined  (7) 
Employed, but currently on leave (e.g., sabbatical, maternity)  (3) 
Full-time or part-time student  (6) 
Looking for employment at this time  (4) 
Stay-at-home parent or caregiver  (12) 
Not employed and not looking for employment  (5) 
Retired  (13) 

Q13 At the time you graduated, what was the total amount that you had borrowed to finance your undergraduate education for which you were (are) personally responsible for paying?
No loans  (1) 
Less than $10,000  (2) 
$10,000-$39,999  (4) 
$40,000 or more (12) 
More than $0 but unable to estimate the amount  (13) 

Q14 Overall, how would you rate the financial investment from loans and all other sources in your undergraduate education?
Not at all worth it  (1) 
Somewhat worth it  (2) 
For the most part worth it  (3) 
Definitely worth it  (4) 

Q15 To what extent has the Catholic mission of ${e://Field/INST_FULL} impacted the following areas of your life?
Not at all, Very little, Somewhat, Quite a bit, Very much
Home and family life (1) 
Choice of profession or career (4) 
How you approach your profession or career (5) 
Practice of your religious beliefs (6) 
Amount and type of civic engagement (7) 
How you use your resources (8) 


Q16 Below is a list of topics one might encounter while pursuing an undergraduate education at a Catholic institution.  Please indicate your level of understanding of the topic.
I am not aware of this topic.
I am aware of the topic but could not explain it.
I could explain/discuss this topic a little.
I could explain/discuss this topic with some detail.
I could explain/discuss this topic at length.
a. Catholic Intellectual Tradition
b. Catholic Social Teaching
c. Catholic Moral Teaching
d. The mission and values of this college/university
e. The relationship between faith and reason, or between religious belief and the scientific method
f. The evolution of the Catholic Church over time

Q17 Looking back, to what extent did your overall undergraduate experience at ${e://Field/INST_SHORT} get you to think about the following?
Not at all, Very little, Somewhat, Quite a bit, Very much

a. The challenges faced by the poor
b. Promotion of peace among nations
c. The role of the family in society
d. The dignity of every human person
e. Class and racial justice
f. Solidarity with others who are from different beliefs and cultures 
g. Care for the earth and its resources
h. The meaning of human sexuality
i. The relationship between my career and my life’s vocation

Q18. You indicated that your undergraduate experience got you to think "Quite a bit" or "Very much" about the following.  Now please tell us how much that thinking informs your current actions and views related to these issues.  
Not at all, Very little, Somewhat, Quite a bit, Very much

j. The challenges faced by the poor
k. Promotion of peace among nations
l. The role of the family in society
m. The dignity of every human person
n. Class and racial justice
o. Solidarity with others who are from different beliefs and cultures 
p. Care for the earth and its resources
q. The meaning of human sexuality
r. The relationship between my career and my life’s vocation

Q19 Looking back, how well do you think that your undergraduate experience at ${e://Field/INST_SHORT} broadened your understanding of the following?
Not at all, Very little, Somewhat, Quite a bit, Very much

Relationships between the arts and things of a divine or holy nature (Q22_1) 
Relationships between the sciences and things of a divine or holy nature (Q22_2) 
Explore ways of looking at the world informed by Catholic teaching (Q22_3) 
Religious traditions other than Catholicism (Q22_4) 
The religious order or diocese that founded your alma mater (Q22_6) 
The cultural significance of the question of God (Q22_7) 

Q20 Based on what you know now, how well do you think that your undergraduate experience at ${e://Field/INST_SHORT} prepared you to...
Not at all, Very little, Somewhat, Quite a bit, Very much

Examine the moral, ethical and environmental implications of your career (Q23_9) 
Consider issues of social justice when making decisions in your life and work (Q23_10) 
Use your imagination to learn and to solve problems (Q23_12) 
Formulate options and choose among alternative courses of action (Q23_13) 
Act with the courage of your convictions (Q23_15) 

Q21 How would you say the following areas of your life have changed since graduating from college?  (Note: Based on the observation that most parts of our lives change at least a little over the years, this question has no neutral option.)
Weakened dramatically (1)
Weakened moderately (2)
Weakened a little (3)
Strengthened a little (4)
Strengthened moderately (5)
Strengthened dramatically (6)

Depth of personal spirituality (1) 
Hunger for learning (2) 
Knowledge of the teachings of the Catholic Church (6) 
Appreciation for the teachings of other faiths (7) 
Hopefulness about the world (8) 
Hopefulness about your personal life (5) 

Q23 Indicate your position on the following statements.  If you have not thought about the statement, you can leave that item blank.
Strongly disagree, Somewhat disagree, Mixed feelings, Somewhat agree, Strongly agree

The relationship between science and religion is one of conflict. (Q26_4) 
The religions of the world all offer something valuable to humanity. (Q26_5) 
I believe that my life is part of a larger spiritual reality. (Q26_7) 
I can make sense of the world and my place in it without relying on religious beliefs. (Q26_8) 
My religious beliefs and/or worldview have helped me through times of difficulty and stress. (Q26_9) 
I have had serious discussions about my religious beliefs with someone not from my religious tradition. (Q26_10) 
I have intentionally chosen activities to increase my knowledge of Catholic teachings. (Q26_11) 
It doesn't matter whether I believe in God as long as I lead a moral life. (Q26_12) 
Serving others is the best way to further my own personal growth. (Q26_1) 
I work hard to enrich the lives of those who are less fortunate than I. (Q26_2) 
My spiritual/religious beliefs lie behind my whole approach to life. (Q27_2) 
I believe that my religious tradition is inspired by God to this very day. (Q27_3) 
Being part of a community is essential to my faith life. (Q27_5) 




Q24 Over the last two years, how much did you engage in any of the following categories of volunteer community service?  The categories are not meant to be mutually exclusive, nor does the list include every category of service. For most people some rows will be left blank.
Once or briefly, Recurring OR on a regular basis

Political (1) 
Religious (2) 
Health related (3) 
Educational (5) 
Racial equity and inclusion (6) 
Social services (hunger relief, legal aid, etc.) (4) 
Environmental (8) 
Other (7) 


Q25 Over the last two years, how much did you make charitable donations of any kind in the following areas?  The categories are not meant to be mutually exclusive, nor does the list include every category of charitable contributions. For most people some rows will be left blank.
Once or briefly, Recurring OR on a regular basis

Political (1) 
Religious (2) 
Health related (3) 
Educational (5) 
Racial equity and inclusion (6) 
Social services (hunger relief, legal aid, etc.) (4) 
Environmental (8) 
Other (7) 

Q26 To what extent has Catholic social teaching influenced your decision whether to participate in community service activities or donate to charitable causes?
No influence - I would have supported those services and causes anyway  (1) 
Some influence - Catholic social teaching has had some influence on my decision to support those services and causes  (2) 
A great deal of influence - Catholic social teaching is/was among my primary motivations  (3) 


Q27 A person's beliefs can be expressed in a large variety of ways.  How important are the following practices to you at this point in your life?

Not important, Somewhat important, Very important
	Faith Practices Inventory – Proposed
	Catholic
	Other 
Christian
	Other 
Religion
	No 
Religion

	Private prayer or meditation
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Small faith sharing groups
	X
	X
	X
	

	Working for social justice
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Acting in an ethical manner
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Community service
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Fasting and abstinence (during holy seasons and at other times)
	X
	X
	X
	

	Attendance at Catholic Mass
	X
	
	
	

	Attendance at worship or religious services
	
	X
	X
	

	Observing Catholic holy days and feasts
	X
	
	
	

	Observing the high holy days, feasts, and festivals of my faith tradition
	
	X
	X
	

	Praying the Rosary and other forms of devotion to Mary
	X
	
	
	

	Eucharistic Adoration, Holy Hours and other special devotions
	X
	
	
	

	Confession/Reconciliation
	X
	
	
	

	Studying sacred scriptures and religious teachings
	X
	X
	X
	

	Witnessing my beliefs for others
	X
	X
	X
	

	Reading and celebrating the lives of holy men and women
	X
	X
	X
	

	Inter-religious dialogue and experiences
	X
	X
	X
	

	Participating in social and educational events with my religious community
	X
	X
	X
	

	Serving in a leadership role in my religious community
	X
	X
	X
	

	Serving in worship service ministries (music, reading, etc.)
	X
	X
	
	

	Leading or providing support during worship services
	
	
	X
	

	Retreating from regular activity to reflect on life
	X
	X
	X
	X



Q28 Overall, how well do you think ${e://Field/INST_FULL} ...   

	lived out and achieved its Catholic mission when you were an undergraduate there? ()
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	is living out and achieving its Catholic mission today? ()
	[image: ]
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