The Catholic Campaign for Human Development &
The Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities
Working Together to End Poverty in the U.S.

Since 2010, ACCU and CCHD have cooperated to connect ACCU
member schools to local CCHD groups. The heart of this partnership
is a mutual exchange of benefits between Catholic colleges and CCHD.

What is CCHD?
The Catholic Campaign for Human
Development is the domestic anti-poverty,
social justice program of the U.S. Catholic bishops.
Its mission is to address the root causes of
poverty in America through promotion and
support of community-controlled, self-help
organizations and through transformative
education.
Benefits of Partnering with CCHD







Provide educational resources for student
reflection on poverty and Catholic Social
Teaching.
Invite speakers to campus who can share
about poverty, faith, and social action.
Connect with CCHD-funded groups that
offer sites for volunteering and service
learning.
Increase awareness among young
Catholics about the causes of poverty in
their community.

A CCHD diocesan office partnered with
an ACCU-affiliated campus to engage
college students to implement the
CCHD Multimedia Youth Contest at
Catholic schools to teach youth about
poverty.

CCHD-ACCU Campus Partnerships
Working Together to End Poverty in the U.S.

What does partnership look like? Here are some success stories of
how CCHD and Catholic campuses have partnered already!

Community Blend

Thanks to the collaborative efforts of Xavier
University students and faculty, along with
CCHD-funded group Interfaith Business
Builders (IBB), Cincinnati welcomed its first
worker-owned cooperative coffee shop in
2014. IBB works to develop and promote
co-ops in low income Cincinnati neighborhoods.
Xavier students helped to develop portions
of the business plan as part of their
coursework, while Xavier’s Community
Building Institute helped promote community
participation. Community Blend serves the
community by selling Fair Trade and locally
made products, ensuring a living wage for
all workers, artisans and farmers. The venture gave Xavier business students an opportunity to gain experience and give back to
the community. This partnership serves the
good of Cincinnati, embodies the Jesuit,
Catholic mission of Xavier, and promotes
solidarity.

Idea: Business schools
can provide real-world
experience for students
through technical
assistance to an economic
development project.
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Supporting the Community and
Enhancing Learning

The St. Thomas University Center for Justice
and Peace has worked alongside the CCHDfunded group People Acting for Community
Together to establish the Mentoring and
Induction for New Teachers program and spur
the city of Miami to pledge to improve its drug
problem and increase security at inner-city
schools.
The University has also collaborated with the
Coalition of Immokalee Workers, another local
CCHD-funded group. CIW is one of the leading
grassroots farmworker organizations in the
United States, and St. Thomas students are
working with CIW to produce radio and video
public service announcements that will be
used to further the farmworkers’ advocacy
campaigns. In addition, the University now
offers full 3-credit immersion courses, which
focus on the intersection of Catholic Social
Thought and immigration and farm labor.

Idea: Communications
and marketing students
can use their expertise to
promote a local CCHDfunded group’s work in
their community.
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Enlightening the Heart

Working with CCHD in the Archdiocese of
Baltimore, the campus ministry at Loyola
University Maryland sponsored a seven-part
speaker series on the themes of Catholic
Social Teaching in action. The speaker series
connected the themes of Catholic Social
Teaching to a broad range of topics, from the
rights and responsibilities of youth in inner
city Baltimore, to the life and dignity of
victims of human trafficking, to
unemployment and the rights of workers.
The series featured speakers from
community groups, including those
supported by CCHD, successfully raising
student awareness on the themes of
Catholic Social Teaching and the ways to
incorporate those themes into their own
lives. “May the eyes of [your] hearts be
enlightened, that you may know what is the
hope that belongs to his call,” Ephesians
1:18.

Idea: CCHD speakers can
help students apply
Catholic social teaching
to practical issues in a
campus speaker series.
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Spreading the Word

Faculty members at the Catholic University
of America, Dr. Linda Plitt Donaldson of
the National Catholic School of Social
Service, and Rev. Anthony Pogorelc, S.S.,
of Theological College, hosted an event
aimed at connecting students and faculty
with the community organizing work of
CCHD. The event featured an overview of
CCHD’s history, a panel of local community
organizers from CCHD-funded groups, an
address on the current challenges to
community organizing, and a time for
participants and community groups to
discuss possibilities for future
collaboration.

Idea: A CCHD event on
campus can help spread
the word and provide a
forum for discussion of
future collaborations.
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Campus Collection
Donating to the Annual CCHD Collection is a
great way to connect to the Campaign’s
mission to feed the hungry, clothe the
naked, and let the oppressed go free (Luke
4:18). The Archdiocese of Portland helped
the campus ministry at the University of
Portland participate in the CCHD Annual Collection at the campus Mass on Sunday before Thanksgiving. Promoting the Collection
at Catholic college and university chapels
helps connect Catholic higher education to
the Church’s mission of fostering life and
dignity, justice and peace.

Idea: Campuses can raise
awareness of CCHD and
support its work by
participating in the CCHD
Annual Collection at
campus Masses.
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This sounds great. I want to get started!

How to get started






Email the ACCU Peace and Justice
intern at Intern3@accunet.org if you
would like to be put in touch with
contacts from any of the schools or
groups mentioned above, or to find
the CCHD contact for your diocese.
Identify CCHD-funded groups that
would potentially benefit from the
campus partnership.
Meet with the diocesan contact to
discuss a plan of action for starting
a partnership.
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Fighting to Break the Chains of
Sexual Exploitation

Hands Across the World, a CCHD-funded
group committed to teaching and aiding the
newcomer immigrant populations of St.
Cloud, hosted a human trafficking
awareness event detailing the atrocity of
human trafficking, which enslaves more than
30 million people worldwide. Shocked and
astounded by this reality, a group of St. Cloud
State University students decided to form a
student group to raise awareness on campus
and in the community about human
trafficking, prostitution, and the negative
effects of pornography. Students give
presentations on human trafficking at the
university, in high schools, and at
conferences and churches. The students are
also involved in legislative advocacy to end
trafficking. Through their education and
advocacy work, the students at St. Cloud
State University are fighting to break the
binding chains of sexual exploitation in the
spirit of Luke 4:18.

Idea: CCHD groups can
educate and motivate
students to form a
campus advocacy group
to join in their work.

