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F rom 1996 to 2006, the number of students earning degrees at Catholic 
colleges and universities grew by more than 34,000. While less than 
140,000 students earned degrees at any academic level from Catho-

lic colleges and universities in 1996, that figure rose to more than 172,000 
students by 2006; this is a 25% increase over 10 years. Please see below for 
a graphical representation of the figures.

Note: No data available for 1997 or 1999. N=between 202 and 208
Data source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Department of 
Education, National Center for Education Statistics.

Catholic Higher Education Degree Comple-
tion Rates:  1996-2006
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