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Selected Canons 
 
Can. 218. Those engaged in the sacred disciplines have a just freedom of inquiry and of 
expressing their opinion prudently on those matters in which they possess expertise, while 
observing the submission due to the magisterium of the Church. 
 
 
Can. 223§1. In exercising their rights, the Christian faithful, both as individuals and gathered 
together in associations, must take into account the common good of the Church, the rights of 
others, and their own duties toward others. 
 
 §2. In view of the common good, ecclesiastical authority can direct the exercise of rights 
which are proper to the Christian faithful. 
 
 
Can. 375§1. Bishops, who by divine institution succeed to the place of the Apostles through the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to them, are constituted pastors in the Church, so that they are 
teachers of doctrine, priests of sacred worship, and ministers of governance. 
 
 §2. Through episcopal consecration itself, bishops receive with the function of 
sanctifying also the functions of teaching and governing; by their nature, however, these can only 
be exercised in hierarchical communion with the head and members of the college. 
 
 
Can. 381§1. A diocesan bishop in the diocese entrusted to him has all ordinary, proper, and 
immediate power which is required for the exercise of his pastoral function except for cases 
which the law or a decree of the Supreme Pontiff reserves to the supreme authority or to another 
ecclesiastical authority. 
 
 
Can. 391§1. It is for the diocesan bishop to govern the particular church entrusted to him with 
legislative, executive, and judicial power according to the norm of law. 
 
 §2. The bishop exercises legislative power himself. He exercises executive power either 
personally or through vicars general or episcopal vicars according to the norm of law. He 
exercises judicial power either personally or through the judicial vicar and judges according to the 
norm of law. 
 
 
Can. 394§1. A bishop is to foster various forms of the apostolate in the diocese and is to take care 
that in the entire diocese or in its particular districts, all the works of the apostolate are 
coordinated under his direction, with due regard for the proper character of each. 
 



 §2. He is to insist upon the duty which binds the faithful to exercise the apostolate 
according to each one’s condition and ability and is to exhort them to participate in and assist the 
various works of the apostolate according to the needs of place and time. 
 
 
Can.  455§1. A conference of bishops can only issue general decrees in cases where universal 
law has prescribed it or a special mandate of the Apostolic See has established it either motu 
proprio or at the request of the conference itself. 
 
 §2. The decrees mentioned in §1, in order to be enacted validly in a plenary meeting, 
must be passed by at least a two thirds vote of the prelates who belong to the conference and 
possess a deliberative vote. They do not obtain binding force unless they have been legitimately 
promulgated after having been reviewed by the Apostolic See. 
 
 §3. The conference of bishops itself determines the manner of promulgation and the time 
when the decrees take effect. 
 
 §4. In cases in which neither universal law nor a special mandate of the Apostolic See has 
granted the power mentioned in §1 to a conference of bishops, the competence of each diocesan 
bishop remains intact, nor is a conference or its president able to act in the name of all the bishops 
unless each and every bishop has given consent. 
 
 
Can. 808. Even if it is in fact Catholic, no university is to bear the title or name of Catholic 
university without the consent of competent ecclesiastical authority. 
 
 
Can. 809. If it is possible and expedient, conferences of bishops are to take care that there are 
universities or at least faculties suitably spread through their territory, in which the various 
disciplines are studied and taught, with their academic autonomy preserved and in light of 
Catholic doctrine. 
 
 
Can. 810§1. The authority competent according to the statutes has the duty to make provision so 
that teachers are appointed in Catholic universities who besides their scientific and pedagogical 
qualifications are outstanding in integrity of doctrine and probity of life and that they are removed 
from their function when they lack these requirements; the manner of proceeding defined in the 
statutes is to be observed. 
 
 §2. The conferences of bishops and diocesan bishops concerned have the duty and right 
of being watchful so that the principles of Catholic doctrine are observed faithfully in these same 
universities. 
 
 
Can. 813. The diocesan bishop is to have earnest pastoral care for students, even by erecting a 
parish or at least by designating priests stably for this, and is to make provision that at 
universities, even non-Catholic ones, there are Catholic university centers which give assistance, 
especially spiritual assistance, to youth. 
 


